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July 24, 2020 

 

Dear de Paul School Community: 

Since the end of the prior school year, we have shared weekly updates with our school community.  We 

have endeavored to keep our community updated with emerging plans and protocols in preparation for 

School Year 20-21.  The de Paul School continues plans to open our campus to in-person instruction on 

August 10.  Our preparation is informed by Kentucky’s Healthy at School Guidelines.  Our plans to re-open 

on site would need to change if State or Health officials prohibit or advise against a return to campus.  We 

are ready to share carefully crafted plans if that situation occurs. 

 

Throughout the summer, we have been in regular communication with many professional resources to 

collect as much reliable information as possible.  Regular meetings of the state’s superintendents of 

education provide valuable context and discussion of guidelines.  We also meet regularly with other 

independent schools in our city, each of whom remains aligned in expecting to begin SY 20-21 with all or 

many students on campus. 

 

Our summer work has been focused on designing a large campus to ensure social distancing, capacity to 

contact trace, and an environment with high attention to excellent hygiene.  We have dedicated July to 

deep cleaning, prescribed spacing of desks and supplies in classrooms, and transitioning from “one school 

campus” to individual “teams with designated campus spaces.”  Teachers have been on campus during 

this transition, equipping their rooms for Day One and vigilantly planning lessons.  Faculty and staff begin 

a full week of collaborative preparation on Monday, August 3, which will include rehearsals of our safety 

and COVID-related protocols.  We provide this update today as our broadest collection of information. 

• INSTRUCTION:  Given our spacious campus and relatively lower enrollment size, The de Paul 

School does not need to stagger on-campus attendance on certain days of the week.  The de Paul 

School will offer one instructional model for all.  We will either be fully on-site or fully remote.  The 

only exception would be if a particular team needs to be instructed remotely due to a confirmed 

case of virus within that team.  That remote instructional period would be team-specific to the 

fullest extent possible and would be enacted for 14 days, under the guidance of the Louisville 

Metro Health Department,  for all students in that team. 
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• COVID DIAGNOSIS: The diagnosed student or faculty member will need to quarantine for a 

minimum of 14 days and follow all health guidance.  Our school will collaborate with Louisville 

Metro Department of Health & Wellness to discern our next steps, which will include 

conducting contact tracing.  Those who the Department of Health & Wellness consider(s) at risk 

of exposure will be contacted and required to quarantine for 14 days. 

• VISITS:  We are restricting campus visits.  Only de Paul School employees, students, and essential 

employees should be on campus from 7:30 am to 5:00 pm except when parents/guardians drop 

off or pick up students. Drop-in visitors are not allowed on campus at this time.  Anyone who 

visits school to pick up a student must follow our safety protocols around masks, hand and 

respiratory hygiene, and social distancing. 
• LUNCH AND FOOD:  Flik Dining will provide lunches for students each day, and those lunches will 

be delivered by authorized Flik employees to each team of students.  Teams will have their own 

dining areas.  Families will receive instructions in early August regarding advanced ordering of 

lunches.  Each month, Flik will also provide special treats for students in celebration of birthdays 

that month.  No snacks or treats should be sent to school for sharing this year. 

• MASKS:  All individuals on campus will be required to wear a cloth mask during the school day.  

The school will provide students with washable cloth masks as part of our dress code.  Students 

should wear their own cloth masks to the first day of school until school masks are provided.  Masks 

may be removed only after a teacher’s permission, as the teacher can assess when social distancing 

has been assured.  Masks must be worn whenever a person begins movement and in commons 

areas like team halls, restrooms, and arrival and dismissal routes. 

• TEMPERATURE TAKING:  Families should take their child’s temperatures each morning before 

leaving for school to ensure that the student is fever-free. Families should keep children at home 

who register a morning temperature of 100.4 or greater.  Students indicating morning signs of 

cough, sneezing, or stomach ill should remain at home.  Everyone on campus will have their 

temperature taken upon arrival with thermal, touchless scanners.  
• TESTING: Along with other local independent and nonpublic schools, we are not mandating 

student or employee testing for the coronavirus. We would encourage that each person does test 

when symptoms arise.  We also encourage compliance with the Governor’s out-of-state travel 

guidelines, especially to designated hot spots. 

• HUSKY WEEKLY: A special edition of the Husky Weekly is being sent to you today.  You will find 

specific procedures within that edition regarding these topics. 
o Virtual Open Houses 
o Arrival and Dismissal Procedures 
o Prescription medication policy 

 

https://louisvilleky.gov/government/health-wellness
https://louisvilleky.gov/government/health-wellness
https://govsite-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/QoRsRwFySxScxH1vd852_Simplified%20One%20Pager%2006162020.pdf
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• EXTENDED DAY:  If you need information about our Extended Day afternoon program, please 

email leslie.johnson@depaulschool.org.  

These past four months have been historic in their complex of health and safety concerns, demands, 

disruptions, and ongoing uncertainties.  There are no adjectives that can begin to describe sufficiently all 

that each of us in our school community (children, parents, faculty and staff, trustees) have been facing 

and will inevitably continue to face.  Yet it is our obligation to be diligent, prudent, and optimistic in 

corporate service to our mission of teaching our students how to learn, how to become independent, 

and how to become successful.  That – along with a superhuman degree of patience, trust, and grace – 

will propel us responsibly into this new school year as a united team of Huskies. 

 

Thank you and Peace to you. 

 

Tony Kemper 

Head of School 

mailto:leslie.johnson@depaulschool.org

